
 
 

Student Success Meeting  
January 16, 2018 | 4:00pm – 5:15pm 

Flintridge Center | Room 117 
 

Meeting Notes 
 
Welcome & Introductions 
Present: Mitch Aiken, Melissa Aldama, Dawn O’Keeffe, Lina Morin, Lisa Cavelier and Lisa Barrios 
 
Presentation 
Fifteen Things You May Not Know about PUSD 
 
Purpose 

 The intent is to take this presentation to your sphere of influence. Changing the 
narrative in the community about the district. Emphasizing Open Enrollment—families 
are not confined to their neighborhood school. 

 PEF board members have been presenting this tool for the community. For example, 
real estate agents are being armed with this information about schools. 

 Be aware of the content and availability and think about where else this PowerPoint can 
be presented. 

 Recently, a PEF board member gave this presentation to the Sierra Madre City Council 
 
Key Presentation Notes 

 PUSD made up of 3 communities: Pasadena, Altadena and Sierra Madre 

 Students can become bilingual in our schools: Mandarin, Spanish, and French – these 
programs now feed into specific middle and high schools 

 4 thematically focused magnet schools 

 IB program for grades k-12th – (Willard Elementary and onto Blair MS/HS) 
o Students who do IB and score well may start as sophomores in college 

 Diversity: connecting and learning with peers from different racial and socio-economic 
backgrounds 

o Ex: Blair—kids from 30 different countries 

 Nine unique college and career pathways 
o These range from Math Academy at PHS, Health Academy at Blair, to Muir’s 

Business Entrepreneurship, etc. 

 Brand new and renovated schools throughout the district 
o Marshall  new gym 
o McKinley  new gym and other upgrades 
o Sierra Madre  middle school building 

 Music, Theater, Dance and Visual Arts 
o The arts have not been cut 
o Every 3rd grader is introduced to the violin and there are choir programs on each 

elementary campus 



o Explore Art: My Masterpieces – a model program that has been awarded 
nationally; each grade visits a local art institutions. For example, Pasadena 
Museum of California Art, Side Street Productions, etc. and all are aligned with 
curriculum. All students are exposed to the curriculum before each visit.  

 19 school gardens 
o These gardens are used as an educational setting 
o At Franklin, every Thursday, the kids are served everything that they grow 

 Math Academy: This program is now in 3 middle schools: Washington, McKinley, and 
Sierra Madre 

o The students test into this. Designed for those who have a natural aptitude for 
Math 

o Students take the AP Calculus Test in the 8th grade. Wow!! 
o Next strategy is maybe looking for 1st graders to see if they have an aptitude for 

Math. When students in the 5th grade test they can perform better if that 
aptitude has been developed.  

 Sports Teams 
o They have improved in recent years and schools have upgraded fields and 

renovated spaces  

 Every PUSD school has 3D printers 
o Exposure to modern technology that activates parts of students’ brains 

 Robotics 
o At every middle school 
o Partnership with Cal Tech has been significant in STEM-related areas  

 Students received $10 Million in scholarships in 2017 
o Thanks, CAP! A huge partnership! 

 Teamwork 
o Collaborations between local businesses, organizations, and institutions 
o Internships for students are flourishing, particularly with the Pasadena Chamber 

of Commerce. Also, Cal Tech, Huntington, Parsons, etc. – there are many 
examples! 

o Over $200,000 awarded to teachers and principals through PEF’s grant program. 
People apply for this for something that they are passionate about. 

 PEF is a tremendous asset to our community! 
Questions? 

 No, beautiful images! Thank You! Great Job! 
 

Who needs to see/hear this? 

 Young families – parents/guardians of kindergarteners  

 The Pasadena Education Network is excited because they want to modify it and adjust it 
for the nursery schools—then, PEN’s board will go out and share 

 
My Colleges Discussion 

 The idea of doing a program formatted much like My Masterpieces, but with colleges 
(My Colleges), was discussed. Students would visit 5 different institutions so that they 
have an idea of which pathway they are interested in; exposure to things (like college) is 
as important to what learning opportunities the students  have 

 This would mean coordinating 5th-8th grade—so that by the time they graduate from the 
8th grade they would have seen:  

o 4 year colleges (private  and state)  



o 2 year (community college, specialty, technical) 

 Coordinating with institutions and buses (3 hour field trip) 

 Teachers would go over what they are visiting/students would then have a better idea 
of why they are taking the SAT, etc. 

 Collaborate PASadena will do some very preliminary work on quantifying numbers of 
students, mapping out how the visits could work each year, etc., as well as reaching out 
to local institutions about how tours could work 

 Will bring back findings to work group in February 
 
Plans for 2018: Collaborate PASadena Work Plan 

 Worth highlighting this year  School-by-School approach 

 Lisa C. has received feedback  Superintendent and Principals at Altadena and Franklin 
have echoed that there is a high need for mentoring 

 Giovanni Ayala is coordinator of the program for the PUSD. We want to help come 
around him and the program with other partners. 

o For example, articulating the process of becoming a mentor 

 Quantifying it: Application - 20 min, Training - 30 min, etc… 

 We have met with Mentoring Partners: LACF and Flintridge, and will be meeting with 
MonteCedro (Senior Living in Altadena) to talk about the pool of capable volunteers 
they have 

 Please help get word out about the need! 
o We are looking at the target schools at the moment: Franklin, Altadena, 

Jackson?, Eliot, Cleveland? 
o Research backs up the idea that children do much better when they have 

another caring adult in their lives 
 Continuity is important and something to think about 

o Melissa: There is a company who gives incentives to working adults (added 
vacation time, etc.) if they want to be a mentor 

o Shout Factory (Santa Monica) 
o Someone will contact them to find out more about how their program works 

 Reading Partners: 
o They currently need 90 volunteers.  
o Schools they serve: Jackson, Cleveland, Washington, Madison, McKinley, 

Longfellow and Jefferson 
o Walk-to-Read  how far and wide is it? 

 There has only been traction at Longfellow, thanks to Dawn O and her 
marketing efforts in her community 

o Posts on Next Door for Longfellow area work well - 44 regular volunteers signed 
up 

o Dawn will supply some of the verbiage she has used, and Collaborate PASadena 
will do preliminary work to map out expansion of the Walk to Read effort 

o Will connect with neighborhood associations and point them to their 
neighborhood schools 
 

 Read Across Pasadena: 
o Save-the-date! Realtor Read across Pasadena this year will be on March 2nd 
o Opportunity to get companies to donate $ 
o Inside each book that kids receive there is a sticker with the hours of operation 

of local libraries 



o How can we best support this?  
 Get the community to read to a school of their choice! 
 If you know realtors—have them sign-up! Sign up with the librarian at the 

school; also need to get a flier! 
 Everyone is welcome to read! An easy touchpoint 

 

 Exploring what partnerships (such as PIE) could look like 
o MOU—states understanding of relationship, nothing fancy. 

 Please review work and goals on the work plan 
o Collaborate PASadena looking for input 

 
Partner Updates 
CalTech (Mitch) 

 Coding program starting at Jefferson!  

 “Science Night” season – Science Fair kind of…Caltech, Carnegie, etc. will have 
demonstrations and families can touch/play; Mitch will send along a flier 

 Engineers week in February  
o  Washington and Muir girls are invited to Women’s Engineer event 
o Make sure PasadenaNow receives articles about these events (keep the 

community informed) 

 When asked if there are any frustrations in this work, Mitch responded that when 
requests come in and he builds the team and the other end drops the ball, it is 
challenging. It doesn’t happen often… 

 Caltech meets with Superintendent McDonald to work on how to grow the programs 
ultimately to build an academy-size program, always with equity in mind 

Altadena Library (Melissa) 

 Distributed a packet full of newsletter and fliers for upcoming events 

 Altadena is on fire!!  

 Spread the news: Many events for kids and teens 
o CAP will spread the word during their middle school programming 

Pasadena Educational Foundation (Dawn) 

 State of the City is tonight. The city is partnering with the district in a wonderful way! 

 PEF’s Celebrate our Schools event is on May 22nd  

 Dr. McDonald has hopeful funding news, next year might be better than previously 
thought 

College Access Plan (Lina) 

 Two 5-week middle school programs starting next week. Students attend once a week. 

 Still accepting applications for any parents who want their students to be a part of it. 

 All high schools SAT prep for juniors: application process is coming up as well.  
 
Final Thoughts 

 Everyone send us fliers! 

 Universal library card?  
o All the kids should have one card --  Lisa C will put that on the radar once more 

 
Next Meeting Time and Location: 

 TBD. Doodle poll to be sent 
 
Adjourned at 5:20 pm 


